Benefits of the Geneva Accords for Israel
Gidon D. Remba, President, Chicago Peace Now
The Geneva Accords are intended to complement the Road Map, not replace it.  The Road Map requires the Palestinians to disarm and dismantle terrorist groups, while Israel dismantles all settlement outposts, along with other mutual confidence-building steps.  In the third stage of the Road Map, the two sides are to negotiate a final status agreement.  The Geneva Accords provide an example of what such an agreement could look like.  They show that the talks which began at Camp David in 2000 can be consummated in an agreement acceptable to Palestinian and Israeli moderates, bringing an end to the conflict.

· The Geneva Accords clearly affirm for the first time Palestinian “recognition of the right of the Jewish people to statehood”

· No Palestinian refugee “right of return” to Israel is recognized in the Accords, and no return of Palestinian refugees to Israel except at Israel’s sovereign discretion.  Israel does not recognize responsibility for the creation of the refugee problem.

· The Accords provide for the permanent and complete resolution of the Palestinian refugee problem.

· Palestine will be a non-militarized state with specific restrictions on the types of arms permitted. 

· A Multinational Force will be deployed in the Palestinian state to help insure that it is demilitarized, and to provide international guarantees for Israeli access to the Temple Mount and Holy Basin.

· The force will also help enforce anti-terrorism measures, monitor Palestinian security compliance, and train the Palestinian Security Service. The force cannot be withdrawn without Israel’s express consent.

· Israel retains a small military presence in the Jordan Valley under the authority of the Multinational Force for five and half years, plus two permanent IDF-operated Early Warning Stations in the West Bank

· All terrorist groups are to be permanently disbanded and disarmed

· Israel receives sovereignty over the Western Wall, the Jewish Quarter and Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem; and Israel retains access to, but not sovereignty over, Palestinian airspace.  

· The Palestinians recognize the unique religious and cultural significance of the Temple Mount to the Jewish people. There will be no digging, excavation, or construction there without Israel’s consent. A Multinational Force will oversee Palestinian security and conservation compliance.

· Most Israeli settlers will remain in their homes, which will be incorporated into Israel.

· The Accords replace all previous UN resolutions and affirm the end of the conflict. 

