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SHORT TAKES ON THE GENEVA ACCORD

The Geneva Understandings: A Draft Agreement for a Permanent Solution to the Israeli - Palestinian Conflict
“The participants have proven by this draft agreement that there are partners for peace on both sides and that a peace agreement is possible. These understandings can radically change the mood of pessimism and despair, create emotional and political momentum and bring into every Israeli and every Palestinian home the sense of hope, confidence, security, and human dignity.”   (From the participants’ press release, Oct. 11, 2003)

“We, the undersigned, a group of Palestinians and Israelis, endorse, on this day October 12, 2003, a model draft framework final status agreement between the two peoples.  At this point in time, after the Palestinian government and the Israeli government have accepted the Road Map, which includes reaching a final-status settlement by 2005, based on a two state solution, we consider it to be of the utmost importance to present to the two peoples and the entire world an example of what such a final status agreement could include. This is proof that despite all the pain entailed in concessions, it is possible to reach a historical compromise which meets the vital national interests of each side.”  (From the cover letter signed by Israeli and Palestinian participants)

The strong points of the agreement for each side are:  

· For Israel, Palestinian recognition of Israel as the state of the Jewish people, no declarative Palestinian refugee right of return, no return of Palestinian refugees to Israel except by Israel’s sovereign consent; a multinational force will help insure that the Palestinian state is demilitarized, and provide international guarantees for Israeli access to the Temple Mount and Holy Basin; it will also help enforce anti-terrorism measures, and train the Palestinian Security Force.  Israel receives sovereignty over the Western Wall, the Jewish Quarter, and Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem; and Israel retains access to, but not sovereignty over, Palestinian airspace.  

· For Palestine, an even better territorial deal than at Camp David/Taba, with the border between the states of Palestine and Israel based on the June 4th 1967 lines with reciprocal modifications on a 1:1 basis; a near absence of Israeli presence at border crossings from the Arab world, and a capital in all of Arab Jerusalem, with Palestinian sovereignty over the Haram A-Sharif/Temple Mount.   (Yossi Alpher APN Q&A, Gidon D. Remba)

What value does the unofficial peace agreement—the Geneva Accord—negotiated by a group of prominent Palestinians and Israelis have for promoting peace between the two peoples?  

At a minimum, the Geneva Accord approximates whatever real agreement the two sides are likely ever to reach, and can serve as a guide and reference in negotiating that agreement. It sends a signal to the Israeli and Palestinian publics that agreement is possible, i.e., that conflict is not the only reality, and that the Taba talks of January 2001 were not the end of the process. Already (and without having read the agreement, which will be distributed within weeks to every home in Israel), 39% of Israelis understand this and favor the Geneva agreement, according to a Yediot Aharonot poll.  In this regard, Prime Minister Sharon's sharp condemnation of the document appears to have miscalculated the public's yearning for a solution: the Beilin-Abd Rabo document was released at a time when no official Israeli-Palestinian talks at all are taking place, and Sharon has little by way of a "plan" to show the public, other than a virtually defunct roadmap which has been all but neutralized by his insistence on 14 "reservations".  

“A welcome and legitimate initiative,” Ha’aretz, 10/12/2003

Sharon does not propose a diplomatic alternative to the current proposal being discussed by Israelis and Palestinians. For nearly three years, he has been authorized to lead Israel toward peace but he has consistently led her away from it. Since he was elected prime minister, Sharon has shown his creativity only in the forceful means he implements in order to bring an end to the confrontation with the Palestinians. This approach has failed; he has no moral right and no official authority to unequivocably disqualify efforts to present another option. 

Separate and sustainable existence, Ha’aretz, 10/14/2003

The Geneva Accord provides a possible key to the end of the conflict. It divides the land of Israel between the State of Israel and the State of Palestine in a way that each can begin a separate and sustainable existence. It declares an end to the conflict and to demands by each side and proffers solutions to all the difficult questions, among them borders, the status of the Temple Mount, control over Jerusalem, the future of the settlements, supervision of the military power of the Palestinian army, and of the armed organizations operating within it, and more…. A sober look reveals that the principles of the accord are the only formula for reaching a reasonable compromise that will move the two peoples forward to an immeasurably better future.

Ari Shavit, Ha’aretz, 10/16/2003
The Geneva initiative is not barren. It is not a useless intellectual exercise by a group of eccentrics. The document embodies the most serious and comprehensive effort ever undertaken to end the Israeli Palestinian conflict. Therefore, it indeed is an historic document. Even before it has seen the light of day, it is laying down solid political facts that will be impossible to annul and impossible to ignore. For good or ill, the Geneva paper will be a central element in shaping the Israeli future…. By offering a significant alternative to the lost path of the Sharon government it will awaken a deep discussion of the entire existential dilemma facing Israel at the end of three years of useless war. 

FOR A FULLER OVERVIEW OF THE GENEVA ACCORD, ALONG WITH COMMENTARY FROM SEVERAL OF THE PRINCIPALS, SEE 
· GIDON D. REMBA, “BENEFITS OF THE GENEVA ACCORD TO ISRAEL,”

· AMERICANS FOR PEACE NOW ISSUE BRIEF: THE GENEVA ACCORD, KEY POSITIONS & ISSUES, 10/17/03, AND 
· ARTICLES ON THIS SITE BY AMOS OZ, MK AMRAM MITZNA, AND MK YULI TAMIR.

