“We Should Talk, Not Keep Silent,” Knesset Member and former Cabinet Minister Yuli Tamir, who participated in the Geneva accords negotiating process, Ma’ariv, 10/13/03  

 “The Geneva agreement has caused panic in the Prime Minister’s Office because it proves that there are Palestinians with whom we can talk and that there are things worth talking about.  Someone had to put a brake on our horrifying deterioration into a bi-national state…That brake was provided by a broad-based group of Israeli and Palestinian public figures who did what the governments ought to have done—to sit down and talk.  In other words, the Geneva agreement was born in the Prime Minister’s Office from the paralysis and the silence which has afflicted the prime minister, who is supposed to lead the country and extricate it from one of the worst crises in its history.  The signatories to the agreement chose to talk, not to keep silent, to clarify the problems—great and small—and to reach a comprehensive agreement of which the essence is land in return for preservation of the Jewish character of the State of Israel.  

One can argue about the agreement.  One can reject or accept this or that detail, but one cannot avoid recognizing that by means of long and detailed negotiations, the Palestinians can be persuaded to forego the right of return and to put an end to the conflict.  Acceptable solutions can be found for a long series of challenges, including how to leave a substantial majority of the settlers inside the borders of the State of Israel.  The agreement will soon be distributed to every house in Israel.  Then it will be time for the public to decide.  The Israeli public will have to ask itself where the State of Israel is going to be in ten years, what will make it possible for all of us to get out of the current crisis and restore security.  The agreement demands dismantling of the terrorist organizations and a determined fight against incitement.  [This will lead to] political security, recognition of the State of Israel as the Jewish state, and consequently, to economic growth.  The initiators of the Geneva agreement view the accord as an essential step without which the State of Israel will not return to security, growth, and equality.  The Prime Minister’s Office is attacking the agreement but is offering no alternative.  Today those who believe in the path of dialogue made their statement.  If the prime minister is silent this time, too, and does not offer a workable alternative acceptable to the two nations and to the international community, we will know that he has nothing to say.” 

